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This is a record of the winner’s medals on the Silver Arrow from the first medal dated 1697 up to the present day.

The medals are each described in detail and any odd or unusual spellings have been recorded verbatim. They could
well be engraving errors although spelling tended to be a bit erratic anyway in the 17th & 18th centuries. Explanatory
notes about the winners who then became Captain of the Society are also added where possible, but sometimes
research has, thus far at least, failed to turn up any further information.

In addition it will be seen that there are some anomalies, in particular there are instances where there seem to be
duplicate dates for medals and also some missing years. All of these have now been resolved, following research and
checking with the Society’s records currently lodged with the National Archive of Scotland in Edinburgh, and in depth
using the digital copies now in our possession, except possibly 1828, 1838 and 1867 where there were winners but
no medals with the medal count in the records confirming no medals being fitted.

Where there are anomalies associated with the dates these are marked # in the dates column.

In an attempt to put the dates on the medals into perspective significant other historical events have been appended
to the record from time to time. These the reader may find interesting, relating as they do, to other things
happening in the world at the time. These events are recorded in brackets.

The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers acknowledges, and is grateful for, the kind assistance of Kilwinning
Heritage, and in particular Mr. Andy Baird, with some of the research into the details about the winners of the
medals attached to the Silver Arrow. Thanks are also due to Society members Jim Bilby and Arkley Simpson for their
assistance with the, sometimes very difficult, deciphering of our old records.

The photographs on the accompanying DVD are of sufficient definition in most cases to make out the details of the
hallmarks, although it should be noted that not all of the early ones are hallmarked since they were probably made
from ‘coinage’ i.e. silver coins melted down, which was a normal practice for the time.
The medals associated with the date anomalies are also identified with # in the photograph titles (e.g. 1857 #.)

There are also 2 blank medals which have been given the dates 1745* and 1775*. Research in the Society records
has revealed who the probable winners of these were and also the almost certain reason why, in the case of 1745*,
and likely reason for 1775* they were left blank. Whilst details of these medals have been entered as normal in the
year order, further information on them has been appended at the end of the main document.

The information on the following pages starts with a brief synopsis of the origins of the Silver Arrow and this is
in turn followed by a more detailed look at the individual medals fixed to it.

This document, together with the photographs on the DVD, combines to form the most fascinating record of
Captains of the Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

Stuart Wilson,
President
The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers
November 2017
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The Kilwinning Silver Arrow

The earliest written records for the Papingo are the Ancient Society’s minutes of 1688 and at that time the prize was
a piece of ‘silver plait’, which was to cost twenty shillings sterling and it was kept by the Captain although he had to
put up a prize of similar value for the next year. This is significant, as we shall see later.

In the year 1724 the form that the piece of silver took was that of an arrow having a much greater value than twenty
shillings sterling. The donor of this gift was David Mure, merchant in Kilwinning and he, being not only an
enthusiastic archer but also a good shot, was himself the successful competitor for the prize.
In 1725 Mr Mure, it seems, was equally liberal by presenting a second silver arrow, and Mr Alexander Baillie,
merchant in Glasgow succeeded in winning this and then a strange thing occurred.

The archers did not give Mr Baillie the arrow gained by him, instead they met in the house of Mr James Eagle, and
ultimately agreed that "the said arrow should continue to be the prize at the Papingo and not to be altered," and
evidently Mr Baillie acquiesced.

They further determined that the gainer of the silver arrow should affix to it a badge of silver or gold "not under a
crown in value," that he should be the custodian of it, but on condition that he gave ample caution for its safe
delivery, (in fact a ‘Cautioner’ was also appointed thereafter each time the arrow was won to ensure this) and that
whoever "gained the Papingo" for six years in succession was to obtain absolute possession of the arrow and all its
badges.
It was besides enacted that if anyone did become proprietor of the arrow and its badges he should set up as the
prize for the next year something of the value of thirty-two shillings sterling'.

So it seems that there was not one but two silver arrows and that the one that now graces the top of our trophy
dates from 1725. - Or does it?

Given that the winner of the Papingo had to donate a prize of similar value it is highly possible that David Mure
having won the Silver Arrow he presented in 1724 and being obliged therefore to donate a second prize of the same
value perhaps chose instead to re-donate the same arrow.

Remember also that this was in the aftermath of the Darien disaster when Scotland was effectively bankrupt.
Certainly there is no indication in the Society records that this was a second silver arrow and furthermore this one
also bears a medal for David Mure with the date 1724 on it as well as 1723 and earlier still, 1697.
No doubt Mr Mure took the opportunity to have his previous wins recorded on the arrow strongly suggesting that
this was in fact the same arrow he first presented in 1724 and which was to now become a recurring prize.
Incidentally he was not the only one to record earlier wins.

Mr William Baillie of Mountgreenan, a possible relation of the 1725 winner Alexander, has one that is dated 1698
and 1706, and there are 3 others prior to 1725 who did the same. It seems, however, that not all of the earlier
winners chose to do so; they had after all already donated substantial prizes following their wins.
However, regardless of all of that, we can still claim that the first medal on the arrow is dated 1697 and that is
undoubtedly true.

Eventually the medals had become too heavy and too many to be borne by the original silver arrow and, in 1859, a
silver bow and crossed arrows supporting David Mure’s original arrow was added. Recent research in connection
with getting the repair done to the left hand limb of the bow has revealed that this was made by James Kirkwood, a
silversmith, working in Edinburgh at that time. It now makes a unique and most beautiful trophy, a true masterpiece
of the silversmith’s craft.

However Society records from that era suggest that by now many members had been finding it difficult to afford
both the cost of the medals and the funding of the grand ball that traditionally had been financed by the new
Captain and there were several attempts to make the ball at least a subscription event. This in turn, perhaps,
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explains the rise in the number of “proxy” shooting that was now happening, with a wealthy backer financing the
considerable expenditure following a win on his behalf.
In addition the new ‘social sport’ of golf was on the rise, (the first ever ‘Open Championship’ took place in nearby
Prestwick in 1860), and this would have been attracting many of Society’s members away from archery.
In any event the last medal of the old era is dated 1869 it was won by William James Smith Neill and in 1870, there
was no shoot, and the Society fell into abeyance.

The Silver Arrow was sent by the few remaining members of the Society into the safe keeping of the Royal Company
of Archers in Edinburgh where it graced the main dining table at formal dinners in Archers Hall. It was during this
time that the Silver Arrow gained it’s ebonised base and tripod stand.

During the Second World War the Silver Arrow, along with the ‘Honours Three’, (Scotland’s Crown Jewels) and other
important Scottish treasures, was buried in an attempt to keep it safe in the event of an invasion by hostile forces.

The Society was revived in 1948 and negotiations began for the return of the Silver Arrow. These were instigated by
two members of the reformed Society, Robert McKee and Harry Travers who enlisted the aid of Archibald
Montgomerie the 17th Earl of Eglinton who was a member of the Royal Company, and whose family had also been
closely associated with the Society over the years as the medals attached to the Silver Arrow attest.
The Silver Arrow was eventually returned to us in a formal ceremony in 1951.
The silver ring around the first base, constructed we believe by Glasgow Silversmiths Angell and Fletcher, was added
at this time and was to be the place where the modern Society’s silver medals were to be fixed.

At this point it was decided that the Captain should be the Society’s best archer and this should be decided by a butt
competition rather than at the Papingo, which it was felt contained an element of luck. In addition since the Papingo
is shot for one arrow at a time in turn the Captain could be decided before everybody has had a chance to shoot.
Indeed the Papingo has been won on the first shot of the day and, of course, sometimes it is not hit at all. So from
that point onwards, with the exception of a brief interlude from 2011 – 2014 when the Captaincy reverted to the
Papingo, the Silver Arrow has been shot for at the butts.

The Kilwinning Round being the round most commonly shot by the Society in antiquity was the one now chosen to
decide who was to be the Captain. It consists of six dozen arrows at 30 yards at a nine-inch face divided into three
concentric circles. Coloured from the centre outwards, gold, red and blue and scoring 3, 2 and 1 respectively.

For the brief period from 2011 – 2014 inclusive the Captaincy reverted to the Papingo as a means of trying to
reconcile the different types of bow being used in the Society at that time (Recurve, longbow and compound) with
the medals from this period being marked ‘Gained at the Papingo’. In 2015 however, the Captaincy returned to the
Kilwinning round, with the Captain being judged the best archer from the majority bow type used on the day, with
the winners of the other two bow types designated as Lieutenants. This structure resurrects the awards given in
times gone by to the archers who hit the wings of the “Doo”, whilst the first archer to strike or “Ding it Doon”
became the Captain. It also restores the ethos of the modern club where the Captain should be the best archer and
removes the element of luck associated with hitting the Papingo.

In 2014, Glasgow Silversmith Colin Morrison-Ignatieff and his associate Maciej Sankowski carried out repairs to both
bow limbs and the two crossed arrows. They also created the bodkin point adorning the tip of the original silver
arrow which incorporated the silver donated by the family of the late James Fishleigh, a long serving secretary and
member of the Society. Colin incidentally had previously worked for and learned his skills with the firm Angell and
Fletcher.

The addition of a second ‘tier’ to the base to accommodate the growing number of medals has now been completed
greatly adding to overall appearance of this magnificent trophy. The Society’s Past Lieutenant, Arkley Simpson,
constructed this tier with the silver work again being carried out by Colin Morrison-Ignatieff and Maciej Sankowski.
Further strengthening work to the bow limbs is also envisaged in the near future to protect this priceless piece of the
Society’s and indeed Scotland’s heritage.
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Medal 1

1697
1723
1724

The Papingo at Kilwinning was gained by David Mure, Merchant there in the years 1697, 1723, 1724.

David Mure was a tailor and a Baron Baillie of Regality , a part time position in the legal profession,
in the town. He was also sometime Chamberlain to the Earl of Eglinton. As well as donating a Silver
Arrow in 1724, which he won himself he donated a second (though this may well have been the
original one re-donated) in 1725 which became the recurring trophy, he also bequeathed the lands of
Woodgreen to the parish for the benefit of the poor. There are two memorial plaques to him at the
Abbey Church. - It seems that he has added the years that he previously won to what became the
recurring trophy. (in 1697 St Paul’s Cathedral was consecrated, following its re-building by Sir Christopher
Wren after the great fire of London, and services recommenced at this time.)

Medal 2
1698
1706
1713
1732

The Prize at Papingoe gained by William Baillie of Mountoun

May 19th 1698, May 9th 1706 & May 11th 1713 & May 12th 1732.

William Baillie lived in the now demolished Greenfoot House on Abbey Green. He later acquired lands
at Mountoun, or Monkton.

1707

There is no medal for 1707 but Society records state that the ‘the game of Papingo was won by Hugh
Stevenson of Montgreenan.
(1707 also saw the Act of Union joining the Scottish and English parliaments and creating the Kingdom of Great Britain.)

Medal 3

1714

The Prize at Papingoe Gained by Hugh McBryde of Beudland May 13th 1714.
This was Hugh McBryde of Baidland an estate near Dalry. He was the son of James McBryde Clerk of
Glasgow (1_00039) and in later life he appears to have become the Factor to the Earl of Bute and also a
Sheriff Substitute and a Provost of Rothesay.

(In 1714 Queen Anne died and George I ascended to the throne.)

Medal 4

1715
1719

The Prize at Papingoe Gained by Hugh Morie, Merch’t in Killwining May 13th 1715 & May 14 1719

Hugh Morie was the subject of censure motion in a meeting in 1720 where he was being described as
being a Weaver in Kilwinning. His offence was ‘Several impertinences’ (to some members of the
Society) and ‘Unaccountable Carriage’ (possibly drink having been involved) and declaring ‘He
undervalued the whole Society and should be excluded’. (1_00095) This was passed at the next meeting
(1_00096).However some years later in 1725 following a most profuse apology he was readmitted with
a promise of no more misbehaviour and a fine of £3 Sterling (1_00124 – 00125) and obviously allowed to
fix a medal with his dates to the Silver Arrow.
Linen weaving was one of the main trades and source of employment in Kilwinning at that time.

(1715 was the year of the first of the major Jacobite risings in Scotland against the rule of King George I of Great Britain:
The Earl of Mar raises the standard of James Edward Stuart at Braemar and marches on Edinburgh.)

Medal 5
1716
1720

The Prize at Papingoe Gained by Mr David Logan schoolmaster in Killwining May 10th 1716 & May
12th 1720

Medal 6

1725

This Arrow was won by Alex’r Baillie Merch’t in Glasgow by his Shooting down ye papingo at the
Antient Town of Killwining in May 1725. The prize in this year was a Silver Arrow donated by
David Mure and following a meeting that evening it was decided that this should become a recurring
trophy and have medals fixed to it. - Note that some winners prior to this date, including David
Mure, also affixed medals with the earlier dates that they had won and there is a note in the
Society’s records from 1725 to say that one for David Mure had been fitted. (4_00132) However it is
apparent from the gaps in the dates prior to this that not all of the members chose to do so.
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Medal 7
1726

This Arrow was won by Thomas Craford Surgeon in beith by his Shooting down the Papingoe at the
Antient Town of Killwining may 1726

1727
There is no medal dated 1727. Society records state that the arrow was gained by Mr Hugh McBryde
of Beudland and the record of 1728 states he was to have both this date and 1714 from a previous
win recorded on the one medal. However there was a delay in obtaining both his and that of the
previous year, Thomas Craford, medals back from the silversmith in Glasgow. It seems to have been
returned with only the date of 1714 although this medal had, in fact, been made in 1727. (1_00147)
This year it was also agreed that a winner could add further wins to his medal if he so chose. (1_00152)

(In 1727 Sir Isacc Newton died)

Medal 8

1728

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by Arthur Martin of Ashenyeards May 1728. Ashenyeards or
Ashenyairds, was a small estate to the NW of Kilwinning. In 1768 the new owner John Bowman who
had bought it from Arthur Martin’s daughters changed its name to Ashgrove. What was left of the
house was demolished around 1960.

1729 There is no medal for 1729 but Society record (1_00161) state that it was won by Alexander Baillie
Merchant of Glasgow, for the second time. It seems he did not add a second date to his earlier
medal of 1725 nor present another medal since the medal count remained at 8. (1_00171)

Medal 9

1730

The Prize of Papingoe Gain’d by John Warner, Student May 12, 1730

He is described in Society record (1_00170) as being the ‘son to the Laird of Ardeer’. He was later to
become the principal engineer involved with his brother Patrick (medal 1733) in the building of the
Stevenston Canal which opened in 1772.

Medal 10

1731

The Prize of Papingoe was Gain’d by The Right Hon’ble The Earle of Eglintoune.

By John Warner Student the 13th of May 1731

The medal is topped by a coronet. It seems Archibald the 10th Earl, being only 8 years old at the time,
got the previous year’s winner John Warner, to shoot on his behalf. However the young Earl himself
has signed the Society’s record for that year pledging the provision of the medal. (1_00184)

The 10th Earl was the one who was later shot and fatally wounded by Mungo Campbell in 1769.

Medal 11

1733

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Patrick Warner of Kilwinning May 10 1733.
Society record (1_00202) state this to be Patrick Warner the Younger of Ardeer. He, and his brother
John above, were the grandsons of the Rev Patrick Warner, a Covenanter minister who had to escape
to Holland after the Battle of Bothwell Bridge in 1679 later returning to buy the estate in Ardeer and
dying in 1722.

Medal 12

1734

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by John Dunlop Merchant in Irvine May 16 1734
Whilst the Society record for 1734 and his medal describe him as a merchant in Irvine an earlier
record from when he joined the Society (1_00156) states that he was then a merchant in Glasgow.

Medal 13

1735

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by James Montgomerie Merchant in Glasgow may 16th 1735

This is probably James Montgomerie of Bourtreehill. His father, Patrick also, apparently, known as
Peter, had bought the estate from the Montgomeries of Skelmorie.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland
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Medal 14

1736

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by Walter Hamilton Brother German to John Hamilton of Grange Esq’r
AEtatis sus 13 May 20th 1736.

“Brother German” means full brother. “AEtatis sus 13” means approximately “at the age of 13”. The
Hamilton family owned Grange or Kerelaw Castle and house in Stevenston in the 17th and 18th

centuries. Their nephew was Alexander Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States of
America and became its first Secretary of the Treasury. His image is on the current $10 bill.

Medal 15

1737

The Prize of Papingoe gained by Tho’s Reid, Mercht in Stevenson 19th May 1737

This is Thomas Reid the second son of the Rev, William Reid of Stevenston, his older brother, John
Reid of Seabank, who by marriage to Anna Cunninghame inherited the lands at Auchenharvie.

Medal 16

1738

The prize at Papingoe in Kilwinning was Gaind by William Cuninghame Merch’t ther May 18th 1738

No information can be found on William Cuninghame merchant in Kilwinning however there are a
total of seven William Cuninghames listed in the index prior to 1738 though none are described there
as being a merchant. The most likely of these, however, is the William Cuningham described in 1733
(1_0001n) as a Sailor and later in 1741 (1_00258) as a Shipmaster. It is quite possible that a Shipmaster
could also have been a merchant. If he was just a sailor when he won the medal it is possible that he
chose to describe himself as a merchant instead. Four of the others were landed gentry so would
have been described as such on any medal and, of the other two, one was a Schoolmaster and the
other an Apothecary so again would likely have been described as such. His son, also William, won
some years later, in 1762, at the age of 11.

Medal 17

1739

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by Pat Montgomrie of Bowtreehill may 10th 1739

Patrick Montgomerie was the Laird of Bourtreehill and past Grand Master of the Kilwinning Mother
Lodge. He was the father of James the winner in 1735 and also a Glasgow merchant..

Medal 18

1740

The Prize of papingoe was gained for Robert Kerr Esq’r, Director of the Chancellary by Walter
Hamilton Brother to John Hamilton of Grange Esq’r 13th May 1740
Walter Hamilton had already gained a Papingo medal in 1736. On this occasion he was shooting on
behalf of Robert Kerr.

Medal 19

1741

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gaind by Robert Reid Writer in Edinburgh at Kilwinning May 14th
1741

In this context, a writer is a solicitor and Robert, who was the younger brother of Thomas, 1737, was
about this time apprenticed to a W.S. or Writer to the Signet.

Medal 20

1742

The prize of Papingoe was gain’d by John Hamilton of Grange Esq’r the thirteenth of May 1742

This was the older brother of Walter Hamilton and the head of the Hamilton family at that time – see
1740.

Medal 21

1743

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Will’m Sommervill of Kenox 19th May 1743
William Sommerville was the son of John Sommerville who, in around 1700 had purchased the
Bollingshaw (now Bonshaw) Barony and built Kennox House. Kennox House is situated near
Stewarton. William Sommerville who inherited the estate in 1743 had a daughter, Janet, who
married Charles McAlester, in 1792, linking the two families and Charles thereafter assumed the
Sommerville name and Arms along with his own, see 1806. This marriage enabled the McAlester’s,
who were Jacobites, to restore their fortunes having lost both their estates and money after 1745.
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Medal 22

1744

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Arch: Stevenson Esq’r ye 17th day of May 1744.

The Stevenson’s owned the estate at Montgreenan, which had been owned by the Cunninghame
family, but Thomas Cunninghame fought for the Covenanters at the Battle of Bothwell Bridge and
was sentenced to death for his actions. However his life was spared, but his lands were forfeited and
given to Lieutenant-General Douglas who sold it on to Hugh Stevenson, see 1707, who was at that
time clerk to the Privy Council.

Medal 23*

1745

This medal is blank, however it is near identical to other medals of this time and the Society’s record
(1_00290) states the Papingo was ‘fairly gained’ by the Honorable Charles Boyd Esq. He was not
present when Patrick Warner of Ardeer returned the Arrow, in 1746, together with the additional
medal on his behalf (1_00295) and does not appear again in the Society’s records.

Charles Boyd was the 3rd son of William Boyd the 4th Earl of Kilmarnock and together with his father
fought with the Jacobite army at Falkirk and again at Culloden. Following their defeat at Culloden in
April 1746, Charles who was a Captain in the service of the Jacobite Life Guards escaped initially to
the Isle of Arran and then to France where he married and lived for 20 years until he was finally
pardoned. He returned to Scotland to live with his brother James at Slains Castle in Aberdeenshire
dying in 1781. The fact that he was a fugitive ‘hiding in the heather’ from Cumberland’s army in
May 1746 when the Papingo was shot for explains both his absence that year and the reason why
this medal would have been left blank. (*Further details are appended at the end of this document)

(1745 saw the start of the second Jacobite rebellion with Bonnie Prince Charlie marching to Derby before retreating to
ultimate defeat at Culloden in 1746.)

Medal 24

1746

The Ancient Prize of Papingoe Gain’d by Alex’r Crawfurd Esq’r in the 13th year of his Age at
Killwinning the 15 day of May 1746.
Alexander Crawfurd was the son of Quintin Crawfurd of Newark and in later life became the 1st

Baronet Crawfurd of Kilbirnie in 1781
NB. This medal was lost in 1779 (2_00084) but found and refitted in 1782 (2_00100) and temporarily affected the medal count.

Medal 25

1747

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d for John Crauford of Doonside Esq’r by Jas: Crauford Junr: of
Newark May 1747. When the Burgh of Ayr sold the lands around Alloway by public auction the part
known as Upper Alloway Crofts was acquired by John Crauford. He named his estate Doonside and,
for a period of two or three years, employed Robert Burn’s father, William Burness, as his gardener.

Medal 26

1748

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d for Jas: Buchanan Esq’r by Mr Wm: Ferguson May 19th 1748.
Captain James Buchanan was an officer in General St Clair’s regiment of the Scots Royals and he was
obviously having a good weekend because the Society’s records for the following day state -
“The which day a Crown piece the Prize at the Butts set forth by George Service in Longford and a
Large Pigeon Pie the Prize at the Butts, set forth by Matthew Steel, Baker in Kilwinning of about five
shillings in value was shot for and fairly gained by Captain James Buchanan”

It does not say, however, if the pigeon pie was made with the one shot on the previous day!

Medal 27
1749

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by James Campbell Merch’t in Irvine (blank space) of May 1749.

Medal 28
1750

Papingoe Gained by Jo: Montgomery Mariner in Irvine May 1750

The record (1_00316) States this to be John Montgomery.
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Medal 29

1751

This Arrow was gaind by William Dunlop Son to Will Dunlop Mer’t in Port Glasgow upon the 16th

May 1751 in the 10th year of his age – This was the young son of William Dunlop one of the Baron
Baillies (or Provost) of New Port Glasgow as it was known at that time.

Medal 30

1752

The Prize of Papingoe Was Gained by Alex’r Millar Mer’t Second Son to WilliamMillar of Monkcastle
Esq’r 21st May 1752

The Millers were one of many families who have owned ‘Old’ Monkcastle over the centuries. The
building is now just a shell.

Medal 31

1753

Prize of Papingoe gain’d by Mr Robt Barclay of Bennals May 17th 1753.

Robert Barclay is described in the Society Records as a Surgeon in Irvine.(1_00328) Bennals is near
Tarbolton.

Medal 32

1754

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by James Dalrymple Esq’r ye 29th May 1754 – He is described in the
Society records as being Captain James Dalrymple and seems to be from the Edinburgh side of the
Dalrymple family. (1_00331)He joined the Society at the same time as his brother Hugh (1_0001U)and
they would have been the sons of Sir James Dalrymple the 2nd Baronet of Hailes. He later seems to
have participated at the Seige of Charleston in the American War of Independence in 1780.

Medal 33

1755

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Capt Thomas Boyd Esq’r 20th May 1755

Thomas Boyd is described in the records (1_0001U) as a Shipmaster in Irvine. He is no relation to the
Boyds of 1745. Quite a number of Shipmasters over the years were members of the Society.

Medal 34

1756

The Antient Prize of Papinge was gaind by Gavin Ralston Esq of Ralston ye 20th May 1756.
On the reverse is engraved the badge of the Ralston clan with the Latin motto “Fide Et Marte” –
“ With Fidelity And Bravery”. Despite its close proximity to Paisley, Ralston always remained
independent of its larger neighbour, and until 1974, formed the most part of Hurlet and Oldhall.
The family had, in fact, sold Ralston by this time to the Earl of Dundonald but retained the estate of
Woodside renaming it Woodside-Ralston. The estate of Woodside eventually came into the hands of
Robert William Cochrane-Patrick the direct descendent of Gavin Ralston and part of it is now the site
of Paisley Crematorium and the Mansion at Ralston, now demolished, is the site of Ralston Golf Club.

(Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is born in Salzburg, Austria)

Medal 35

1757

The Prize of ye Papingoe gain’d by Rob’t Gemmill Esq’r of Warrex May 1757
This is Robert Barclay Gemmill the only son of Zacharias Gemmill, a writer in Irvine, and Jean Barclay
from whose side of the family he had inherited the estate at Warrex, or Warrix.
Robert Gemmill appears to have been a merchant trading with Charleston in America.
He died, without issue, in 1785 ‘much addicted to liquor’.
Warrix lies in the south east of Irvine and was the site of a former coal mine, abandoned in 1950.

1758
1759
1760
1761

There are no medals from 1758 – 1761 Society records state that Robert Gemmill, the previous
winner, had gone abroad (quite possibly to Charleston) and had left the Silver Arrow in the care of
the Provost. However, despite repeated requests, the Provost refused to release the arrow to the
Society during the years 1758 & 1759 so it was not shot for and only shooting at the Butts took place.
(2_00007) After further requests and argument he finally released it in 1760, however it was decided
that too few members had turned up (6) to shoot (probably because of the previous years failures)
and it was not shot for and returned to the Provost.
There is no record of any Papingo shoot taking place in 1761 but there was a prize at the Butts.
(In 1759 Robert Burns is born in Alloway)
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Medal 36

1762

The Prize at Papingo Gained by Will’m Ferguson Cunninghame AEtatis suae 11 mo May. 20. 1762.
Medal won at age 11.

This was the son of the William Cuninghame who won in 1738 (2_00010) and he was the second
youngest winner at 11 years old. He signed his own name on the page pledging to donate a future
prize as did his brother James also joining at the same time (2_00011). Their father, still being described
as a merchant, must obviously have been a man of some wealth and standing in the Society.

Robert Gemmill had by now returned and was still being described as the Captain at this point.

(1762 also saw the Land Tenure Reform, which led to the Highland Clearances and massive emigration.)

Medal 37

1763

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gained by William Reid of Edin’r at Kilwinning Etatis suae 10 mo.
May 19th 1763. Medal won at age 10. On the reverse is engraved in Latin “se puer hoc sciret
quantum doctrina valeret raro dormiret noctesq diesq studeret”.

A direct translation is difficult as some of the words appear to be wrong, but it talks about how much
studying a child does and is unable to sleep at night. – This was the son of Robert Reid described in
the Society record (2_00013) as ‘Writer to the Signet in Edinburgh

Medal 38

1764

The Antient Prize of Papingo gained by John Reid Junr of Seabank at Kilwinning the 19th day of May
1764. - On the reverse is engraved a bird with an arrow piercing its chest and the Latin motto
“spero meliora” – “I hope for better things” - Built on the site now occupied by Harvey's Leisure
Centre, Auchenharvie House was also known as Seabank over its long life. .

Medal 39

1765

The Prize of Papingoe Gained by Andrew Kelly Ship Master in Irvine May 16 1765

Andrew Kelly as described was a ship’s Captain based in Irvine, which was quite a busy port at that
time. He had become a member of the Society in 1756.

Medal 40

1766

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by James Hadow Supervisor of Excise 22nd May 1766.

On the reverse is depicted a flying bird and the head and arms of a figure shooting an arrow
vertically at it. Around the top edge is a scroll with the Latin inscription “tibi res antique laudis et
artis aggredior”,meaning roughly “things from antiquity and art are praised”.

James Hadow supervised collection of excise duty at Irvine.

Medal 41

1767

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Robt. Reid Esq’r ye 21st Day of May 1767

This is Robert Reid Jnr from Seabank, (2_00029)whose family was involved in the running of coal
mines, See 1764, and formed the Stevenson Coal Company together with Patrick Warner of Ardeer.

Medal 42

1768

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by Willm. Ballantine Merchant in Glasgow the 19th day of May
1768. On the reverse is a flying bird near the top with an archer’s arms shooting an arrow
underneath. Around the top edge is a scroll with the Latin inscription “par hazard” – “ by hazard”.
William Ballantine traded goods and merchandise extensively with colonies in the US.

Medal 43

1769

The Prize of Papingoe was gain’d by James Browne merchant in Glasgow the 25 day of May 1769.

Medal 44

1770

The Antient Prize of Papingo was gained by Alex’r Mitchell Esq’r Surveyor of the Customs at Irvine at
Kilwinning the 17th day of May 1770. On the reverse is a stylised depiction of a hand holding a
laurel wreath. Above is a scroll with the Latin inscription “sine sanguine victor” – “bloodless victory”.
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Medal 45

1771

The Antient Prize of Papingo gained by John Arnot Esq’r at Kilwinning 16th May 1771

This was John Arnot of Dalwhatswood (2_0001G) a farm/estate at Newmilns near Kilmarnock. He was
the person to whom Robert Burns wrote a long letter bemoaning the fact that Jean Armour’s father
had torn up their marriage licence, as he did not approve of their union.

(In 1771 Sir Walter Scott is born in Edinburgh)

1772 There is no medal for 1772 - Society record (2_00057) states that “Captain Arnot being absent the
Brethren* unanimously resolved not to shoot for the Papingo this year” *(members of the Society)

Medal 46

1773

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by John Wilson Merch’t Glasgow at Killwinning the 20th day of
May 1773. On the reverse is a stylised depiction of part of the Wilson coat of arms, a wolf’s head,
with a scroll of foliage above and the Latin motto “semper vigilans” – “always watchful”.

The Society record for this date (2_00058 ) states this to be John Wilson of Coultershogle which was a
farm / estate lying a few miles to the east of Lesmahagow centred on what is now Corramore.
John Wilson is also listed in the membership roll of the Royal Company of Archers in Edinburgh.

(This was also the year of the Boston Tea Party)

Medal 47

1774

The Antient prize of Papingo Gained by Will’m Kelso Esq’r of Hilderhift at Kilwinning the 19th day of
May 1774. On the reverse is a stylised coat of arms and the Latin motto “ubique aut nusquam” –
“everywhere or nowhere”.
This could be either the father or son as both were called William. William, the father, married Jean
the youngest daughter of Hugh Montgomerie of Broomlands.
Hilderhift is the present day Hillerhurst in Stevenston.

Medal 48*

1775

This medal is blank. However the Society’s record (2_00068) states that the Papingo was gained by
George Grierson of Irvine on the 18th May of that year. Although the record (3_00025) indicates that it
was actually an Andrew Coulter who achieved this on his behalf. Both gentlemen are described as
being surgeons in that record. George Grierson was not present in 1777 when his Cautioner, Mr
George Glasgow, returned the arrow on his behalf with an additional medal in place (2_00073).Mr
Grierson does not appear again in the Society’s records and it is possible that he had died or moved
away from the area hence the blank medal.

This medal is near identical to other medals of this time and, together with the medal count being
correct, can therefore be reasonably be attributed to him.

(*Further details are appended at the end of this document)

1776 There is no medal for 1776 and Society record (2_00071) states “The Papingo being set loose after
dinner, and nobody offering to shoot, the same is adjourned to the third Thursday in May 1777”

(The American Declaration of Independence occurred on the 2nd July 1776)
(In Scotland Adam Smith publishes ‘The Wealth of Nations’)

Medal 49

1777

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by Thomas Grant merchant in Irvine at Kilwinning 5 day of June
1777.

Thomas Grant was a merchant in Irvine but by the following year he was described in The Society
record (2_00079) as now being a merchant in Kilwinning. However it does not state what he was a
merchant in unfortunately.
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Medal 50

1778

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by Alex’r Hamilton Esq’r of Grange at Kilwinning 11th day of June
1778. On the reverse is a stylised oak tree, the crest of the Hamilton family, and underneath it in a
scroll is the Latin motto “viridis et fructifera” – “ flourishing and fruit bearing”. This is the Alexander
Hamilton who built Kerelaw house in 1787 and laid the foundation stone of the new Eglinton Castle
in 1797 on behalf of the 12th Earl of Eglinton. He was a 1st cousin to Alexander Hamilton a founder of
the USA (they had the same grandparents Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Pollock). (see 1736).

Medal 51

1779

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by Captain Frances Russell at Kilwinning the 3rd day of June
1779. Frances with an ‘e’ is usually the female version of the name.

Medal 52

1780

The Antient Prize of Papingo Gained by Thomas Arthur Merchant in Irvine at Killwinning 1st of June
1780. Thomas Arthur was trading extensively with Eastern states in the US.

Medal 53

1781

The Antient prize of Papingo Gained by Colonel Hugh Montgomery at Killwinning the 6th of June
1781. This is Hugh Mongomery of Skelmorie, (2_00093) who, in 1798, became the 12th Earl of
Eglinton, and the subject of a short verse in a Burns poem - The Authors Earnest Cry and Prayer of
1776, dedicated "To the Right Honourable and Honourable Scotch Representatives in the House of
Commons."

"Thee, sodger Hugh, my watchman stented,
If bardees e'er are represented,
I ken, if that your sword was wanted,
Ye'd lend your hand;
But when there's ought to say anent it,
Ye'r at a stand."

At this time, he was an MP for Ayrshire and it was apparently well known that ‘Sodger Hugh’ found it
much easier to do a thing than to talk about it, which is a somewhat unusual thing for a politician!
The quality of engraving here is very poor and uneven, surprising, considering who paid for it!

Medal 54

1782

The Antient Prize of Pepingo was gained at Kilwining by David Thomson Jun’r Merch’t in Edin’r 23d
May 1782

Medal 55

1783

Kilwinning Papingoe was won by William Crawford Supervisor of Excise Dumbarton 21st June 1783.
On the reverse is engraved a sheaf of corn with the motto above “god feeds the crows”, the motto
of the Crawford family.

Medal 56

1784

The Antient Prize of papingo gained by Major Craufurd at Kilwinning the 11th June 1784. On the
reverse is a pair of arms holding a bow and arrow, aiming at a flying bird. This was Moses Craufurd,
of the Nethermains Craufurds, who had gone to India about 1765, and there attained the rank of
major in the military service of the East India Company. He was second in command at the capture of
Beechigar, a strong hill fort on the Ganges, and was left in command of that place with a garrison of
two thousand men. He returned home in 1783, and purchased the estate of Newfield in Ayrshire.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Burns_and_the_Eglinton_Estate
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Medal 57

1785

The medal for the Papingo won by Chas. Crookshanks of Bogside at Kilwinning 1st June 1785. This
oval medal has an engraved depiction of a naked winged cherub, probably Cupid, standing between
two tall thin trees, armed with bow and arrow, aiming vertically at a heart enclosed within a laurel
wreath. On the reverse, several verses are engraved:

Cupid beyond my wish hath favoured me.
Your Captain Ladies, this night I am to be.

Your Hearts the Prize all Archers aim at.
Twang goes the Bow Dear Girls have at it.

Good Ladies pray, put on your best attire.
Fan in your Bosom, the Celestial Fire.

Come not, in maiden beauties, coyest Mood.
But Smiling, look as ye wou’d be Wooed,

And we’ll do our best with our utmost skill.,
To Win your Hearts with a hearty good Will.

There follows a Latin phrase, “honos & amor omnia vincit ”, “honour and love conquers all”. The
image of Cupid and the Latin phrase seem to refer to a painting of Cupid, called Amor Omnia Vincit,
by the Italian artist, Caravaggio (1571 – 1610).

We know that Charles Crookshanks was a bachelor living in Bogside in 1785 and paid a duty of 3
shillings and ninepence for a housemaid, and he is also recorded as paying 10 shillings tax for a
saddle horse. Judging by the poem above he was quite possibly a bit of a lad with the ladies as well.

Medal 58

1786

The Antient prize of Papingo Gained by Rob’t Reid Esq’r of Adamton at Killwinning 1st day of June
1786. On the reverse is an engraved eagle within a shield and a hand holding an open book, a
variation of the Reid family crests, and the Latin motto “pro virtute” – “for virtue”.

It appears this Robert Reid made his fortune in India and bought the estates of Adamton and the
large manor house (now a hotel) in Prestwick from the Blairs of Adamton with the proceeds.

Medal 59

1787

For the Kilwinning Silver Arrow gained by Dr Wm Hamilton of Craighlaw 7th June 1787. Craiglaw is
part of Kilmarnock. On the reverse is engraved a shield bearing three flowers and a star in the
centre. Above is the Latin motto “honestum pro patria” “honourable for my country”, associated
with the Hamilton family. Dr Hamilton was one of the guarantors for the printing of Burns’ First
Edition that year.

Medal 60

1788

The Papingoe Prize Gained by William Paterson of Kaimshill 5 June 1788.
On the reverse is a shield with three birds surmounted by a line of three stars. Above is a hand
holding a quill feather. At the top is the motto “hinc orior” – “hence I arise”.
Kaimshill is near Kilmarnock.

Medal 61

1789

The Antient prize of the Silver Arrow Gained at Kilwinning by Cap’t Rob’t Davidson of Irvine 11th
June 1789. Robert Davidson of Drumlay as he was being called in 1800 (3_00049 )was a land owner
and a roads trustee with responsibility for tolls and upkeep of local roads. During the riots of 1815
against the road tolls Walston Toll Bar was burnt and shots were fired into Drumlay House at
midnight. Drumlay house was in the parish of Tarbolton and has been recently demolished.
(This was the year the Bastille was stormed at the start of the French revolution)
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Medal 62

1790

The Antient Prize of Papingo was Gained at Killwinning by Robert Morrice of Craig 10th June 1790.

The estate of Craig is in the Parish of Kilmaurs near Kilmarnock and was formerly owned by the
Dunlop family. Robert Morrice appears to have been a bachelor, recorded as having 2 servants .

1791 There is no medal for this year. Society record (2_00154) states – “After dinner, the Papingo being set
loose & not being shot down, was adjourned until next year at the usual time”

Medal 63

1792

The Antient prize of Papingo was Gained at Killwinning by John Bannatyne Esq’r Merch’t in London
7 June 1792 - The Society record (2_00160) states that this was actually John Ballantyne and that he
was a merchant in Glasgow. Perhaps a mistake by the engraver. (Note Kilwinning has also been misspelled.)

Medal 64

1793

The Ancient prize of Papingoe was shot for at Kilwinning upon Thursday 6 June 1793 and won by
David Boyle Esq’r Son of the Hon’ble Pat’k Boyle of Shewaltoun. On the reverse is engraved the
Boyle crest, a double headed eagle and the Latin motto “Dominus providebit” – “the Lord will
provide”.

David Boyle served as MP for Ayrshire, was Solicitor General for Scotland, and had many other titles
and honours.

Locally, he is perhaps best known as the Irvine born presiding judge at the trial of Burke and Hare,
the Edinburgh body snatchers, in 1828. He sentenced Burke to death by hanging and public
dissection (Hare had turned King’s evidence). A statue of him was erected in Irvine at the Cross but is
now in Seagate, where, thanks to the effects of weather, it is known locally as The Black Man.
Patrick Boyle the 10th Earl Glasgow of Kelburne Castle is a direct descendant.

Medal 65

1794

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gained by Geo Vanbrugh Brown Esq’r at Kilwinning 17th July 1794.
George Vanburgh Brown of Knockmarloch was raised by his uncle his parents having died. He
matriculated at Glasgow University, although it seems he much preferred the active life to studies
and became a Major in the Ayr and Renfrew Militia. He married Elizabeth Cunningham of
Auchenharvie and died in Tours, France c. 1842. He was buried there with his wife.
Knockmarloch is in the parish of Riccarton, Kilmarnock

Medal 66

1795

The Ancient Prize of Papingoe was gained by Hugh Bailie Esq’r at Kilwinning 23d July 1795. On the
reverse is a shield bearing nine stars and three birds. Above is a boar’s head, the crest of the Baillie
family. Below is the Latin motto “quid clarior astris” but research shows it should say “quid clarius
astris” – “what is brighter than the stars”. Hugh Bailie built Monkton House near Prestwick Airport.
Later called Orangefield House, it became a hotel and also a control tower for the airport. It was
demolished in 1966.

Medal 67

1796

The Ancient prize of Papingoe was gained by James Hunter Esq’r at Kilwinning 21st July 1796.

James Hunter is described in the record (3_00257) as being a ‘Manufacturer in Paisley’. He joined the
Society in 1794.

(in 1796 Robert Burns died in Dumfries)
Medal 68

1797

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by The Right Hon’ble Lord Montgomrie at Killwinning July
27 1797.

This would have been Hugh, the 12th Earl, “Sodger Hugh” as Burns referred to him, as he was a
captain in the 78th Foot regiment, among others. He also promoted and partially funded
the Glasgow, Paisley and Ardrossan Canal. However, funds ran out and it was never completed and
railways became more widespread. See also 1781.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow,_Paisley_and_Johnstone_Canal
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1798 There is no medal for 1798 - Society record (3_00049) makes no mention of any Papingo shooting.

1799 There is no medal for 1799 – There are also no Society records for the year 1799.

Medal 69

1800

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by Robert Glasgow Esq’r of Montgreenan 17th July 1800.
Montgreenan estate was bought by Robert Glasgow at the end of the 18th century. He had made his
fortune through shipping in the West Indies. His wife Lady Glasgow gave £200 to the poor of
Kilwinning in 1890. Her donation paid for a well and horse trough with a gas lamp which spent many
years in Howgate. The restored lamp section of it is now at the gates of the Old Parish Church. The
present Montgreenan House, built in 1817 by Robert Glasgow, is in private hands again since it
ceased being a hotel.

Medal 70

1801

The Ancient Prize of the Papingo Was Gained By Wm Blair of Blair Esq’r at Kilwinning July 23rd 1801.
William Blair was appointed Lieutenant Colonel in the Ayrshire Fencibles* regiment in 1794. Later in
life he was MP for Ayrshire and had been made an Honorary member of Lodge Mother Kilwinning on
the 22nd September 1789, Installed as Depute Grand Master of Kilwinning on the 21st December
1789 and subsequently Installed as Grand Master of Mother Kilwinning on the 21st December 1805.
In 1807 an Agreement was reached between Lodge Mother Kilwinning and the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, and Mother Kilwinning once again became a member of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. As
part of the Agreement the R. W. M. of the Mother Lodge became the Provincial Grand Master of
Ayrshire. William Blair held this position from 1807 until 1808.
*The Fencibles (from the word defencible) were British Army regiments raised usually as temporary units, composed of
local volunteers, commanded by Regular Army officers, their role was, as their name suggests, usually confined to garrison
and patrol duties, freeing the regular Army units to perform offensive operations.

Medal 71

1802

The Ancient Prize of papingo was gained by the Right Honourable The Earl of Glasgow at Kilwinning
July 15th 1802. On the reverse is engraved the Boyle crest, a double headed eagle and the Latin
motto “Dominus providebit” – “the Lord will provide”. This representation of the crest is flanked by
a lion rampant and a semi-naked man with a beard holding a tree branch.

This would have been George Boyle, the 4th Earl of Glasgow, a Tory peer with a seat in the House of
Lords, Lord Lieutenant of Renfrewshire, Lord Lieutenant of Ayrshire, and Rector of Glasgow
University.

Medal 72

1803

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gained by Col John Boyle of Shewalton at Kilwinning 28th July 1803
On the reverse is the same Boyle family crest and motto as on 1793. The same Boyle family as in
1793 and 1802, he built the mansion house at Shewalton in 1806, now demolished.

Medal 73

1804

The Ancient prize of Papingo was shot for and won by at Kilwinning upon the 26 July 1804 by Alex
Miller of Monkcastle Esq’r. The same Miller family as 1752, this was the son of William Miller who
married the second daughter of Patrick Warner of Ardeer in 1800. He built the modern house of
Monkcastle.

Medal 74

1805

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was won by Oliver Jamieson Esq’r of Paisley at Kilwinning 25th July 1805

He was a magistrate and JP in Paisley, later Provost. As Provost in 1820, he had to issue a
Proclamation ordering a curfew in the town against uprisings and protests by working people who
had had enough of repressive government during the years of the French Revolution and the
Napoleonic wars. There were violent protests against high unemployment, high food prices, and
unfair working conditions. As well, electoral reform was demanded. The “All Scotland Wants Reform”
banner in the Abbey Tower played a local part in these protests.

(1805 also saw the Battle of Trafalgar)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Lieutenant_of_Renfrewshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Lieutenant_of_Ayrshire
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Medal 75

1806

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was won by Cha. S. Macalister of Kennox Esq’r at Kilwinning July 18th

1806. - On the reverse is engraved the combined arms of the Somerville MacAlester families above
the Latin motto “per mare per terras” – “by land by sea”.
Kennox House was near Stewarton. The MacAlisters married into the Somerville family. (See 1743)
This was Major (later Colonel) Charles Somerville MacAlister who was to be one of the Stewards at
the great banquet held after the Eglinton Tournament in 1839.

Medal 76

1807

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was won by Major Henry Vansittart White at Kilwinning July 23d 1807.
On the reverse is a shield with six flowers, perhaps roses, and a hand holding a dagger. Below that is
a Latin motto “providentia et fortuna”. It translates as “providence and fortune” but it doesn’t seem
to relate to either the Vansittart or White families. Above the shield is an armoured arm holding a
lance or spear. Above that is a Latin motto “par valeur” – “by bravery”. The crest refers to the Irish
branch of the White family. Despite the odd name, information is difficult to obtain. However this
appears to be an English military family

1808. There is no medal for 1808. - Society record (3_00088) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

Medal 77

1809

The Prize of Papingo was gained by Wm. Boyle Esq’r at Kilwinning July 27th 1809 being the 326
Anniversary of the Institution. This was William Boyle of Cranberry Moss (3_00094) . Cranberry Moss
was a large estate / farm lying on the west side of Kilwinning, mostly where Pennyburn now stands.

Medal 78
1810

The Prize of Papingo Was Gained By John Muir Esq’r at Kilwinning July 26th 1810 being the 327
Anniversary of the Institution. John Muir of Paisley had joined the Society in 1806. (3_00264)

1811 There is no medal for 1811. - Society record (3_00104) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

1812 There is no medal for 1812. - Society record (3_00108) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

Medal 79

1813

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by Patrick Warner Esq’r of Ardeer July 15th 1813 being the
330 Anniversary of the Institution and he won it again in 1818. On the reverse is engraved “Gained a
second time July 16th 1818”. Underneath is the family motto “manet in aeternum” “remains
forever”. Under that is a representation of the Warner family crest, an open bible. In this instance it
is balancing on the head of a man with a beard. - This is the Patrick Warner who was a Lieutenant
in the Royal Navy.

Medal 80

1814

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by James Crichton Esq’r At Kilwinning July 19th 1814 being
the 331 Anniversary of the Institution and being the last shot at the Ancient Tower which fell on the
2nd August following. On the reverse is engraved. “James Crichton Collector of the Customs at Irvine
1814”. Crichton was a freemason in Kilwinning and was present at the meeting in Glasgow in 1807
which agreed the seniority of the Mother Kilwinning Lodge above all others. The competition this
year took place about two weeks before a large portion of the Tower fell down.

1815
1816
1817

There would have been no competition in these years, as the new Tower was being built.
The Society records show that there was Butt shooting only in 1815 & 1816 and that the Papingo was
not hit in 1817 (3_00125)

(During 1815 The battle of Waterloo took place.)

1818
Patrick Warner won it this year and added the date 1818 to the earlier medal he won in 1813. This
appears to be the first time of shooting at the new Tower.
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1819 There is no medal for 1819 – Society record (3_00129) states that ‘The Society after dinner paraded
again to the steeple and the Papingo being set loose but none of the Company inclining to shoot for
the prize they adjourned back to the Lodge’.

1820 There is no medal for 1820 - Society record (3_00131) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

1821 There is no medal for 1821 - Society record (3_00132) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

1822 There is no medal for 1822 - Society record (3_00134) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

1823 There is no medal for 1823 - Society record (3_00137) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

1824. There is no medal for 1824 - Society record (3_00139) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.

Medal 81

1825

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was Gained by D. K. Sandford Esq’r AM Oxon. Professor of Greek in the
University of Glasgow at Kilwinning July 21st 1825. On the reverse is a complicated family crest which
cannot be traced immediately but which contains at least one Sandford element – two birds
fighting. Above is a Latin motto “sanct et fort” but it should be spelled “sancte et forte” – “sacred
and strong”. - His full name was Sir Daniel Keyte Sandford. His degree title, AM, is the Latin
equivalent of MA. He was also, for a short time, MP for Paisley in 1834, having failed to be elected
for Glasgow the previous year, but resigned after only 6 months.

Medal 82

1826

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was gained by The Right Honourable Archibald Earl of Eglinton At
Kilwinning July 27th 1826. On the reverse is the crest of the Montgomerie clan chief and motto,
“garde bien” – “watch well”.

This is the 13th Earl, but he was only about 14 at the time. Archibald would subsequently go on to
stage the ill-fated Eglinton Tournament in 1839.

Medal 83

1827

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gained by Patrick Boyle Esq’r eldest son of The Right Hon’ble
David Boyle Lord Justice Clerk at Kilwinning August 30th 1827. On the reverse is the same Boyle
family crest and motto as 1793 and 1803. The same Boyle family as 1793, 1802 and 1803.

1828 There is no medal for 1828 but Society record (3_00164) states that it was fairly gained for the second
time by the Right Honourable the Earl of Eglinton. He would then have the choice of adding a second
date to his earlier medal of 1826 or adding another medal but seems to have done neither since the
medal count at the beginning of 1829 remained at 83 and the earlier medal only carries one date.
(Note: It is possible that a medal does exist somewhere awaiting discovery in the same manner as John Crichton’s of 1857)

Medal 84

1829

The Ancient Prize of papingo was gained by The Hon’ble R. Rolle at Kilwinning 10th September 1829.
On the reverse is the Rollo crest of a stag’s head and the motto “la fortune passe par tout” –
“fortune comes from everything”. After his name are the letters HEICS – the Honourable East India
Company Service.
The Hon Roger Rollo was the second son of James Rollo the 7th Lord Rollo of Duncrub in the County of
Perth. He was the Collector of Customs for Ayrshire and was linked through his marriage to the
Bowman family of Ashgrove House (see 1728). He was an officer in the Royal Regiment of Artillery.
He was also on the VIP guest list for a good seat in the Pavilion at the Eglinton Tournament.
The large obelisk outside the Abbey Tower is his headstone.
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Medal 85

1830

The Ancient prize of Papingo Was gained by D.S. Buchanan Esq’r at Kilwinning July 29th 1830. On the
reverse is a lion rampant on a shield. Above is a hand holding a scimitar. Under the shield is the
motto in English “god with my right”. This is usually written in French – “dieu et mon droit”, which is
normally the motto of the UK Monarch outside Scotland.

Mr Buchanan lived at Cunninghamehead, between Kilmaurs and Perceton

(In 1830 King William IV grants the Society the right to be his bodyguard in the West of Scotland)

Medal 86

1831

The Ancient prize of papingo was gained by Captain J. Charles Blair of the Royal Navy son of William
Blair Esq’r of Blair M.P. at Kilwinning 27th July 1831.

On the reverse is the Blair “of that ilk” family crest and the Latin motto “amo probus” – “I love the
virtuous”.

Medal 87

1832

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was gained by William Miller Esquire of Monkcastle at Kilwinning 7th

August 1832. On the reverse is engraved the arms and crest of the Miller of Monkcastle family, and
the motto in English, “forward”.Many in this family were christened William. See 1752 and 1804.

(In 1832 Sir Walter Scott died at Abbotsford)

Medal 88

1833

The Captainship of the Kelwinning Pipings was obtained by Charles Lamb The Young’r of Beauport in
the County of Sussex August 2nd 1833. On the reverse are the Arms and Crest of the Lamb family.

It seems the engraver, clearly not a local, miscopied the written words ‘Kilwinning’ and ‘Papingo’!
Charles was half brother of Archibald the 13th Earl of Eglinton. He eloped with and married Anna
Charlotte Grey having, apparently, first rescued her from the clutches of her employer, an Indian
Rajah, who had been determined to have his evil way with her. Later he played the part of The Knight
of the White Rose at the Tournament of 1839. The house at Beauport which was gutted by fire in
1923 and rebuilt in 1926, is now a hotel, is owned by Scottish entrepreneur Duncan Bannatyne.

Medal 89

1834

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by James Macalester youngest son of Charles Somerville
Macalester Chief of the Clan at Kilwinning 4th August 1834. On the reverse is the Macalester arms
and motto. The son of Colonel Charles S Macalester, medal 1806, he owned the Chapelton estate on
the banks of the Annick Water.

(In 1834 The Tolpuddle Martyrs are transported to Australia for attempting to form a trade union.)

Medal 90

1835

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by Captain James Kerr M.E. Reg’t Eldest Son of the late
Charles Kerr Esq’r of Bughtrigg & CalderBank at Kilwinning 28th August 1835. On the reverse is the
Kerr arms and the motto “a deo lumens” “from god light”. Bughtrigg is near Coldstream in the
Borders. “M.E. Reg’t “ probably stands for “Madras European Regiment” so Capt Kerr would have
seen service in India.

1836 There is no medal for 1836 – Society record (3_00214) states that the ‘Papingo not having been won it
was thought proper to adjourn it till next year’.
(In 1836 Charles Darwin returns from a five year voyage on HMS Beagle researching natural history)

Medal 91

1837

The Ancient prize of Papingo was Gained by James Reid Esq’r of Dalgarven at Killwinning July 18th

1837. On the reverse is the Reid crest of a hand holding an open book and the motto “pro virtute”
“for virtue”. James Reid owned Dalgarven House just outside Kilwinning, which is now a hotel.
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1838 There is no medal for 1838 – though Society record (3_00223) states that it was fairly gained for the
second time by James Reid. This medal was not presented since the medal count for the start of 1840
remained at 91 (3_00231) and James Reid did not add a second date to his previous medal of 1837.

(Note: It is possible that a medal does exist somewhere awaiting discovery in the same manner as John Crichton’s of 1857)

1839.
There is no medal for 1839 - Society record (3_00227) indicates that the Papingo was not hit this year.
(This was also the year of the Eglinton Tournament.)

Medal 92

1840

The Ancient Prize of papingo was Gained by Robert Knox Esq’r Merchant Glasgow at Killwinning 31st

July 1840. On the reverse is the Knox Arms and family crest and the Latin motto “moveo ad
perfectionem” “move to perfection”.

Robert Knox is described in the record (3_00239) as a Manufacturer in Glasgow. In fact he was a
manufacturer of ‘Shawls and Zebra-Dresses’) which were a type of very elaborate (and expensive)
dresses worn by the high society ladies of the period. For many years he lived in, but did not own,
Kelvingrove House, which by 1901 was in the hands of Glasgow Corporation and had been
considerably extended to become the Kelvingrove Museum that we know today.

Mr. Knox was evidently an enthusiastic archer because as well as winning the Papingo he also made
Kelvingrove the scene of many ‘Pleasant Archery Fetes’. He was also the brother of John Knox, the
Scottish landscape painter, and apparently was himself a ‘good draughtsman’.

Medal 93

1841

The ancient prize of Papingo was gained by John Boyle Gray Esq’r of Cranberrymoss at Kilwinning
26th August 1841. On the reverse is a version of the Gray clan crest with an anchor and the motto
“anchor fast anchor”.

John Boyle Gray is described in the Ayrshire Directory of 1851 as a ‘Writer’ residing at Cranberry
Moss. He became a Grand Master of the Freemasons Provincial Grand Lodge of Ayrshire from
1852 –1856. This is the same family as 1809.

Medal 94

1842

The Ancient Prize of papingo was Gained by William Cochran Patrick Esq of Ladyland and Waterside
at Killwinning August 26th 1842. On the reverse is the combined arms for the Patrick and Cochran
families and their mottoes – “ora et labora”, “pray and work” and “virtute et labore”, “by valour and
exertion”. - This was William Charles Richard Patrick of Waterside, who took the name
Cochrane-Patrick when he married Agnes, eldest daughter of William Cochrane of Ladyland.
Waterside is about 5 miles north of Galston and Ladyland is near Kilbirnie. The family also inherited
the Hunterston estates in 1969 and matriculated the Arms and title of Hunter of Hunterston.

Medal 95

1843

The Ancient Prize of Papingo was Gained by Archibald Thomas Boyle Esq’r Advocate Fifth son of The
Right Hon’ble David Boyle Lord Justice General at Kilwinning August 26th 1843. On the reverse is the
Boyle crest.

Archibald is from the same Boyle family as 1793, 1802. 1803, 1809 and 1827.

Medal 96

1844

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was Gained by Charles Greenshields Reid Esq Younger of Grangehill
Writer to the Signet at Kilwinning August 26th 1844. On the reverse is a variation of the Reid family
arms and crest and the motto “fortitudine et labore” “by fortitude and work”.

Writers to the Signet were the solicitors entitled to supervise the use of the King's Signet, the private
seal of the early Kings. He is a senior solicitor conducting cases in the Court of Session.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_(device)
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/senior
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/solicitor
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/conduct
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/Court-of-Session
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Medal 97

1845

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was Gained at Kilwinning by Benjamin William Dods Merchant Glasgow
son of Lieut Colonel Dods Royal Regiment 6th August 1845. On the reverse is a crest that looks
empty and incomplete with no motto. Mr Dods was a wine merchant in Buchanan Street. His
business must have hit hard times though, as a dozen years after winning this medal, his estate was
the subject of a sequestration order.

Medal 98

1846

The Ancient prize of Papingo was gained by Hugh Montgomerie Esq Late first Judge of Appeal &
Circuit For the Northern Division H.E.I.C. Madras Es’t At Kilwinning July 29th 1846. On the reverse is
the Montgomerie crest.

HEIC is the Honourable East India Company, and clearly Hugh, a relation of the Montgomeries of
Eglinton, was based in Madras.

Medal 99

1847

The Kilwinning Papingo gained by John A. Macrae W.S. 29th July 1847. W.S. stands for Writer to the
Signet – see 1844. On the reverse is the Macrae family crest with the motto “fortitudine” “with
fortitude”. Mr Macrae had previously won the Edinburgh Arrow competition in 1840. This is an
annual clout archery competition held by the Royal Company of Archers in Edinburgh so he was also
a member of that organisation as well.

(note: At this time number of members of the Society were also members of the RCA)

Medal 100

1848

Gained by John Finlay Esq’r 1848. The medal is in the shape of an eight-pointed star. On the reverse
it says “The Kilwinning Papingo” and “Instituted 1483”.

Mr Finlay appears to have been a banker in Ireland.

Medal 101

1849

The Kilwinning Papingo Gained by George Johnston Redburn July 26th 1849. George seems to have
been a shareholder in the Glasgow/Kilmarnock/Ayr railway in 1836, and a Deputy Grand Master of
the Mother Kilwinning Lodge. In later years, he was Patron of the Ardrossan Castle Curling Club. On
the reverse is engraved “Instituted 1482”.

(Note: we seem to have mistakenly gone a year back from 1483 to 1482 at this point which up till now has been taken as
the start of the Society with implications for the anniversary calculations going forward from this point)

Medal 102

1850

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was Gained by James Finnie Esquire of Newfield at Kilwinning 11th July
1850 Being the 368th Anniversary Of the Institution. (Should have been 367th anniversary) On the reverse is
embossed an archer standing with bow at the ready, quiver of arrows and plumed hat.

Newfield House is near Dundonald and had formerly been owned by the Crawfurd family. It was
purchased from them by the Finnie family in 1843 and was eventually demolished in 1964. James
was a member of this wealthy and influential family from Kilmarnock, who owned coal mines across
the County as well as an iron foundry making, amongst other things railway lines and ‘chairs’ (the
bits that hold the rails to the sleepers). John Finnie street in Kilmarnock is named after one of his
uncles who financed both the building of it and the company’s offices on the corner.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clout_archery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Company_of_Archers
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Medal 103

1851. #
But dated
1852

There is no medal dated 1851 though the Society records for this year state that it was won by Hugh
Montgomerie shooting as proxy for William Finnie of Surrey and it is in fact the medal dated 1852
(the year of presentation rather than that of actually winning it) - Details of which follow:

Presented to the Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers by Wm. Finnie Esq’r L.L.B. of Trinity College
Cambridge. Captain General 1852. On the reverse is a stylised depiction of a bow, arrow, quiver and
a curved horn, all inside a laurel wreath. Above this is the inscription “The 370th Anniversary”.)
(Should be 369th). William was the younger brother of James Finnie (medal 1850) he is described in the
record (3_00278) as living in Tulsehill, Surrey.

Medal 104

1852
1853 #
Should only
be dated
1852

Presented by Gavin Gemmell Esq’r, Ayr. Captain General 1852 1853. This script is embossed round
the outer edge. Inside this is a depiction of what is assumed to be the Abbey Tower and a tenement
building next to It (in the windows of which appear to be the medal’s hall marks). Under that is a
shield with a Saltire cross and depictions of bows, arrows and a target. On the reverse, “The 371
Anniversary of the Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers” is embossed around the outer edge. Inside
that is the Gemmell crest, flames between two palm fronds. Mr Gemmell is described in the record
(3_00278 ) as a shipbuilder and one of the Baillies of Ayr. Society record (4_00066) for 1852 state that
this was actually shot for by Mr Hamilton shooting as proxy for Baillie Gavin Gemmell. Although this
medal apparently duplicates the two on either side it seems from Society records that Mr Finnie’s
medal should have been dated 1851. However the 1853 date is harder to explain but it seems that
Mr Gemmell was covering both options and included the date of presentation (1853) as well as his
date of winning 1852. (1852 is actually the 369th Anniversary)

(Note: Because the Papingo shoot takes place in the middle of a year, a Captain’s reign covers the back end of the winning
year and the front end of the next year so technically two dates are correct if a little presumptuous, but then he didn’t shoot
for it himself anyway!)

Medal 105

1853

The Antient Prize of Papingo was gained by Robert Gilkison Jun’r Esq’r Glasgow at Kilwinning 28 July
1853 On the reverse is a scene of two archers in antique uniform aiming at a butts target in the
distance. In between the target and the archers is a bell shaped tent with two figures standing
outside it. In the distance is a stylised depiction of what may be the Abbey Tower, partially hidden by
trees. – This was the son of Robert Gilkison of Port Glasgow. (4_00073) They were a wealthy family with
multiple business interests, notably in Shipping (both owning and building), Weaving and Insurance.
Two years later in 1855 Robert married Harriet Sidney Hogg the 3rd daughter of James Hogg, the
‘Ettrick Shepherd’. He presented the Society with a Silver Bugle which was to be a recurring prize
given to the winner of an ‘Open Papingo’ who scored the most hits on the bird over a period of 2
hours (4_00076) with the proviso that anybody winning it on 3 successive occasions won it outright.
(The first winner was Thomas McFarlane of the Edinburgh Salisbury Archers). He was also became a magistrate of
the City of Glasgow but emigrated to New Zealand in 1879 with his wife and their 9 children but died
almost immediately after arriving, his death being registered there in 1880.

Medal 106

1854

Presented to the Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers by James Hannan Esq’r Dean of Guild
Glasgow 27th July 1854. On the reverse is a depiction of the head of an animal, perhaps a wolf or
griffin, and the Latin motto “fac et spera” “do and hope”, normally the motto of the Matheson
clan. This was actually won by William Brown Jnr. Esq shooting as proxy for James Hannan (4_00077).

A Dean of Guild was a Burgh Magistrate who had the responsibility for the care of buildings by
enforcing the Burgh’s building regulations.

(1854 saw the ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ at the battle of Balaclava in the Crimean War)
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Medal 107

1855

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was gained by John Speir Esq’re of Marshyland At Kilwinning 26th July
1855 374th Anniversary. (Should have been 372nd anniversary this one is 2 years in error)

On the reverse is embossed an armoured arm holding a jousting spear, part of the Speir crest, and
the Speir motto “salvet me deus” – “may god help me”.

The Speir family lived at what is now called Marshalland in Beith. John died young in 1858 at the age
of 28 and his mother built Speir’s School on the estate in his memory. It was closed in 1972 and has
now been demolished.

Medal 108

1856 #
but dated
1857

Gained by Arch’d Finnie Esq’r 1857. On the reverse is engraved “Papingo Instituted 1483”.

There is no medal dated 1856 however Society record reveals that in fact medal 108 dated 1857 was
gained by Arch’d Finnie Esq’r in 1856 and not 1857 as the medal is engraved. This appears to be
another mistake made when the new Captain presented the medal, as was customary, the year after
he won it when the year of presentation rather than the year of winning had been inscribed on it.

This was Archibald Finnie the Younger of Newark (4_00086) and he was the older brother of James and
William Finnie as in medals 1850 and 1851. He was the Provost of Kilmarnock from 1858 – 1861 and
the third Finnie to have the name Archibald. He owned Diamond Cottage a house on the seafront in
Barassie and built Spring Hill house just off Portland Road in Kilmarnock.

Medal 109

1857 #
but dated
1858

Presented by John Crichton Esq. of Linn. Captain General of Kilwinning Papingo 5th August 1858.

A large, heavy medal enclosed in a circle of arrows pointing to the top and the bottom. A large ring
for hanging the medal is at the top, a stylised circular two-sided archery target at the bottom. On the
reverse is engraved a standing dragon facing left, and the motto contained in a banner “god me
guide”. This is the crest of the Crichtons of Frendraught, Aberdeenshire, or a variation of it.

This medal is dated as 1858 however Society records from 1857 state – “ After dinner the Society
proceeded to the Tower to shoot for the Silver Arrow, when, after a keen competition it was
honorably gained by John Crichton Esq. Of Linn Dalry.” (4_00091) It seems that John Crichton
perpetuated the mistake made the previous year by Archibald Finnie and presented his medal also
with the year of presentation rather than the year in which it was won.

John Crichton was a landowner from Dalry and owned a corn mill in Kilwinning. His house, now
demolished and the site of a housing estate was on the Dalry to Kilwinning Road near the present
day Lidl’s supermarket. Hugh de Morville, the possible benefactor of Kilwinning Abbey, originally
gifted the estate to the Linn family.

Note: This medal, which had once been fitted, was ‘lost’ from the Silver Arrow at some point after this date. This possibly
occurred around 1869 when the medal count in the Society records, that up until then had been correct, remained at 117
when, with the fitting of William James Smith Neill’s medal of 1869, it should have increased to 118. (4_00141)

Medal 110

1858 #
but dated
1859

377th Anniversary Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Andrew Scott Esq’r Glasgow Captain General
29th July 1859. On the reverse is the Scott family crest, a lion’s head, and the motto “tace aut face”
“be silent or act”. This may be the Andrew Scott who had recently retired from the Customs service
after 56 years service. (Should be 375th Anniversary)

Society records for the 1858 competition state “After dinner the Society proceeded to the Tower to
shoot for the Silver Arrow, when, after a keen competition it was honourably gained by Mr Robert
Wylie as proxy for Andrew Scott esq. Of Glasgow. This medal has again been dated with the year of
presentation rather than the year it was won.
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Medal 111

1859 #
but dated
1860

The First Gold Medal presented by Hugh Montgomerie Esq’r Late H.E.I.C Madras C.S. 378
Anniversary Kilwinning Papingo. Second time Captain General. (Should be 376th Anniversary)

On the reverse is engraved a female figure, representing Hope, leaning on a ship’s anchor and
holding a severed human head. Above is the Montgomerie motto, “gardez bien” “watch well”. At
the bottom is the date 1860.

This medal, apparently the same year as the following medal 1860, was actually gained in 1859 but
again dated for the year of presentation by Hugh Montgomerie the same Montgomerie as in 1846.

Society records for 1859 state “After retiring from the dinner table the Society proceeded to the
Tower to shoot for the Silver Arrow when after a keen competition it was gained by Mr Robert Wylie
as proxy for Hugh Montgomerie Esq Bourtreehill. (4_00100)

Medal 112

1860

The Ancient Prize of Papingo Was gained by Wm Brown Jr. Parkend. At Kilwinning. 23rd August 1860.
378th Anniversary. The reverse shows an arm holding a dagger vertically, normally the crest of the
Dunlop family. Around is the French motto “la vertu est la seule noblesse” “virtue is the only
nobility” which is normally the motto for the Earl of Guildford.

Parkend mansion was to the north of Canal Street in Saltcoats. This is the William Brown who, in
1859 together with Past Captain Andrew Scott (1858), undertook to have plans drawn up for a new
Silver Arrow to be made but instead opted for the addition of the Bow and Crossed Arrows (4_00097)

and he has become its first winner. (4_00104)

(We now have the correct date, the year of winning, but the Anniversary should be 377th.)

Medal 113

1861

The Kilwinning Papingo Prize was gained by John Smith Irvine 25th July 1861. On the reverse is the
clan badge of an arm holding a dagger at an angle enclosed in a belt. Above is the motto “ready”.
John Smith was a Writer in Irvine. He served as a Captain in the Irvine Volunteer Rifle Corps in 1861
and he was also an enthusiastic amateur linguist. At the time of winning he lived at
Cunninghamhead but later moved to Spring Grove in Kilbarchan (4_00121)where he died in 1865 at the
age of 64. He married Margaret Dunlop daughter of David Dunlop, a Surgeon in Beith, and they had
twin daughters born in 1843, Agnes Smith and Margaret Dunlop Smith who both became Semitic
scholars sometimes known as the ‘Westminster Sisters’. They had inherited his gift for languages and
love of travel. In February 1892 it was Agnes’s discovery and subsequent translation of the Syriac
Sinaiticus, at St. Catherine’s Monastery on one of her many journeys to Sinai, that became crucial in
making sense of and understanding the history of the New Testament of the Bible.

Two of Margaret Dunlop’s brothers, David and Robert, who were planters in Virginia married nieces
of the first President Harrison of the U.S. at the White House in Washington,

In actual fact it was William Brown who gained this medal shooting as proxy for John Smith who was
‘unavoidably absent’ due possibly to one of his many travels abroad with his daughters. (4_00107)

(The Grand National Archery Society (GNAS) later becoming Archery GB was founded in 1861.)

1862 There is no medal for 1862 and Society records show only Papingo shooting for points and Butt
shooting taking place that year.(4_00112)

(In 1862 the Society sent a letter of condolence to Queen Victoria on the death of Prince Albert who died in
December 1861.)
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Medal 114

1863

Kilw’g Papingo. Hugh Montgomerie Esq’r Past Capt’n and Comm’sr 381st Ann’ry 1863.
On the reverse is the same figure as described in 1859#. (Should have been 380th Anniversary)

Note: It was John Smith who was recorded as having won this year (4_00117) for the second time. There is no second medal
for John Smith although the medal count had increased to 114 by the following year (4_00122). John Smith was ‘unavoidably
absent’ in 1864 and had died by 1865 obviously now being unable to present one. Hugh Montgomerie is recorded in the
1864 record as being deceased (4_00120) so possibly this is a commemorative medal that was fitted for him at that time.

Medal 115

1864

The Kilwinning Papingo Prize was gained by Thomas Campbell of Annfield, Irvine. 14th July 1864
being the 382th Anniversary. - Thomas Campbell was Provost of Irvine from 1850 - 1864. He owned
property in many parts of the town and built the Queen’s Bridge, later known as Campbell’s Bridge,
over the river at Bogside, to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Coronation. Campbell voted against the
construction of a new jail to replace the Tolbooth in Irvine, and refused to attend the official opening.
There is a stained glass window in the Old Parish Church in Irvine dedicated to his memory. The
coach house of Annefield, at the Low Green, later became the Fire Station. Latterly, the house in
Castle Street became known as Dr Kirk’s home. It is now a hotel. (Should have been 381st Anniversary)

Medal 116

1865

Presented to the Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers by Henry Monteith Hannan Esq’r Glasgow
20th July, 1865. On the reverse is the same crest and motto as 1854 so Henry is obviously a member
of the same family.

(In 1865 president Abraham Lincoln was assassinated)

Medal 117

1866

Presented to The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers by James Hutton Watkins Esq’r Glasgow 19th

July 1866. On the reverse is the Watkins family crest of leopards with a fleur de lis in their mouths
and the motto, “vitae via virtus”. “virtue is the way of life”.

Watkins was a member of the Faculty of Procurators of Glasgow and edited the Scottish Law
Magazine. In 1860 he was promoted to Lieutenant in the Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers.

1867 There is no medal for 1867 although Society records state that Mr Robert Wylie won shooting as
proxy for Mr James Hutton Watkins. This medal was never presented since the medal count in the
records for 1869 remained at 117 (4_00141) and Mr. Watkins has also chosen not to add a second date
to his medal of the previous year.
(Note: It is possible that a medal does exist somewhere awaiting discovery in the same manner as John Crichton’s of 1857)

1868 There is no medal for 1868 - Society record (4_00137) state that ‘the Society proceeded to the Tower to
shoot for the Silver Arrow when no person appeared to shoot for the same’. Only seven archers were
in attendance on that day.

Medal 118

1869

The Prize of Papingo gained by Wm Jas. Smith Neill Esq’r of Swinridgemuir At Kilwinning 22nd July
1869. On the reverse is a crest which appears to be mainly of the McDonalds, but one element of it,
a rock, represents the McNeill clan, along with the motto “vincere vel mori”. “to conquer or die”.

Swinridgemuir is near Dalry and William James was a captain in the Royal Artillery.

1870 –
1949

At this time the Society disbanded and the Silver Arrow was given into the safe keeping of the Royal
Company of Archers at Archers Hall in Edinburgh.
When the Society reformed in 1948, after the second World War, the Silver Arrow was returned to us
with due ceremony in 1951.
The modern medals that follow are all fixed around the two black plinths of the Silver Arrow and,
apart from a short period from 2011 – 2014 inclusive, were all presented and won by shooting the
Kilwinning Round at the Butts rather than at the Papingo.
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Medal 119

1950

Kilwinning Archery Society Robert Lennox Captain 1950. On the reverse is engraved a round target,
quiver and arrows and bow.

(1950 was the year the Stone of Destiny was ‘stolen’ fromWestminster Abbey and taken to Scotland)

Medal 120

1951

Kilwinning Archery Society A.B. Whitelegg Captain 1951. On the reverse is engraved a round target
and two crossed arrows in front.

Medal 121

1952

Ancient Soc. Of Kilwinning Archers Cmd. Gen. J.G.T. Oliver R.N. Captain, 1952. On the reverse is
engraved a round target and two crossed arrows behind.

This is the John Oliver who presented the Society with the Rose Bowl to be a recurring prize for the
best Kilwinning Archer at the Society’s ‘Open’ Shoot.

Medal 122

1953

1953 Matthew H Campbell. On the reverse around the outside is engraved The Ancient Society of
Kilwinning Archers. Inside this is a round target with two crossed arrows behind it.

Medal 123

1954

The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Captain 1954 M.H. Campbell. On the reverse is engraved
a bow and two crossed arrows in front.

As 1953

Medal 124

1955

Captain D.M. Silver 1955. On the reverse around the outside is engraved The Ancient Society of
Kilwinning Archers. Inside this is a round target with two crossed arrows behind it.

Donald or Donnie Silver was born in 1918 and died 1995
He trained as an instrument engineer and ended up in the RAF for the duration of the Second World
War. His service took him through North Africa, Greece, Crete, Burma and India.
On his return in 1945 was employed as a specialist engineer at ICI Ardeer until his retirement.
He won his ASKA captaincy in 1955 and the Papingo in 1961.

Medal 125

1956

The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Capt 1956 H. Travers. On the reverse is engraved a round
target on short legs and two crossed arrows in front.

Harry Travers was one of the members responsible for re-forming the Society as a modern club in
1948.

Medal 126

1957

The Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Capt 1957 H. Travers. On the reverse is engraved a round
target on short legs and two crossed arrows in front.

As 1956

Medal 127

1958

Captain Margaret G Thomson 1958. On the reverse is engraved a round target on three legs
standing on short tufts of grass. Margaret was the first lady Captain of the Society.

Medal 128

1959

J Caulfield Captain 1959. On the reverse is engraved a round target with many rings.

Medal 129

1960

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Capt 1960 Reid Neil. On the reverse is engraved a round target
and two crossed arrows in front.

Medal 130

1961

A.S.K.A. Captain J. Campbell 1961. On the reverse is engraved a round target and two crossed
arrows in front.
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Medal 131

1962

A.S.K.A. Captain 1962 James Caulfield. On the reverse is engraved a round target and two crossed
arrows in front.

The same J. Caulfield as on 1959.

Medal 132

1963

A.S.K.A. James Caulfield Captain 1963. On the reverse is engraved a round target and two crossed
arrows in front.

Again the same J. Caulfield as 1959.

Medal 133

1964

A.S.K.A. Captain 1964 R.C. Lavalette. Above the inscription is a bow and two crossed arrows.

Ronnie Lavalette was the son of Wilbur Lavalette, minister of the Abbey Church for 30 years.

Medal 134

1965

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Captain Miss D. Gough 1965.

Dorothy was the Society’s second lady captain.

Medal 135

1966

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers R. Lavalette Captain 1966.

As 1964

Medal 136

1967

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers Captain 1967 R.S. McKee.

Robert, or Bobby, or ‘Skipper’ McKee was Scout Leader in Kilwinning for many years, as was his
brother Andrew who was also a long-standingmember of ASKA. Together with Harry Travers he re-
formed the modern Society and they both were instrumental in having the Silver Arrow returned
from the care of the Royal Company of Archers.

Medal 137

1968

D.S. Goldsmith Captain 1968. On the reverse is engraved Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

Medal 138

1969

J.A. Conn Captain June 1969. On the reverse is engraved Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

Medal 139

1970

W. Petrie Captain 1970. On the reverse is engraved Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

William (Bill) Petrie was a member of the Society for many years joining initially as a junior member.
He was a draughtsman working for a number of companies locally as well as some abroad. Tragically
he died young in 2012. The Petrie Trophy, which bears his name, was made by David Scollon, one of
the Society members, and the Society Council decided that this would be a fitting tribute to him.
Bill’s daughter presented it to the first winner in 2012. It is in the shape of a Targe (Scottish shield)
and is to be competed for by the Society’s longbow archers, Bill being an enthusiastic practitioner of
the longbow.

Medal 140

1971

C.J.F. Hawes Captain 1971. On the reverse is engraved Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

Chris Hawes was an Air Traffic Controller working at the nearby Prestwick Airport.
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Medal 141

1972

Captain Stuart Wilson 1972. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Stuart Wilson was an Instrument & Control Engineer working at the time for the South of Scotland
Electricity Board at their nuclear power station at Hunterston. He first learned to shoot in 1963 whilst
serving with the R.A.F. He was a member of the Scottish Archery Association National Squad
shooting for Scotland between the years 1977 – 1982 at all of the home internationals (Wales, N.
Ireland, Lancashire & the 3 Corner) as well as the match against Denmark at Odense in 1980.
He also shot at the Malta F.I.T.A. Star of 1979. He is married and has two children and his son, David,
also became Captain of the Society in 1998.

Medal 142

1973

A.S.K.A. S. Wilson Captain 1973. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1972

Medal 143

1974

S. Wilson Captain 1974. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1972

Medal 144

1975

I. I. Jones Captain 1975. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Ian Jones was a lecturer at Jordanhill College in Glasgow. He was also a member of the Scottish
Archery Association National Squad shooting for Scotland between the years 1978 – 1980 and also
was a member of the squad against Denmark in 1980. It is worthy of note that for that match 2 of
the 4 male members (50%) were members of the Society.

Medal 145

1976

Captain I. Jones 1976 On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1975

Medal 146

1977

Captain W. Petrie 1977. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1970

Medal 147

1978

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers. Captain Matthew Macpherson Saltcoats. Third June 1978.
495th anniv. This medal is in the shape of three separate concentric circles held together by two
crossed arrows. The statements above are engraved one on each circle. On the reverse is engraved
Score 149

Matthew (Matt) Macpherson ran a dispensing chemist business in Saltcoats

Medal 148

1979

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers. Captain Matthew Macpherson Saltcoats. 16th June 1979.
496th anniv. On the reverse is engraved Score 138.

As 1978.

Medal 149

1980

I. Jones Captain 1980. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1975

Medal 150

1981

MatthewMacpherson Captain 1981. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1978.
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Medal 151

1982

D. Dickie Captain 1982. On the reverse is engraved Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers.

(Henry VIII’s warship the Mary Rose was raised from the seabed along with many fine examples of Tudor archery war
bows.)

Medal 152

1983

Timothy Edwards Captain 1983. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Timothy ( Tim) Edwards was also an Instrument Engineer working at Hunterston Power station.

(1983 was the 500th anniversary of the Society and the Kilwinning round and Papingo was shot that year at Eglinton Park
with archers from all over the U.K invited to send a representative. This was followed on the Sunday by a record status
Albion round.)

Medal 153

1984

Ross Strachan Captain 1984. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Ross Strachan was again an Instrument Engineer working at Hunterston Power station. He was also
the person who, in 1982, made the brass trophy in the form of an archery boss used as the prize for
the winning team in the Ayrshire League.

Medal 154

1985 –
1990

David A. Tough Captain 1985 – 1990. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Dave Tough was an Instrument and Control engineer working for Roche at their plant in Dalry. He
was a member of the Scotland archery team from 1964 to 1968 inclusive and he has the distinction
of winning the Captaincy more times than anybody else as can be seen below.

Medal 155

1991

Graeme West Captain 1991. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Graeme West was yet another Instrument Engineer working at Hunterston Power station.

Medal 156
1992 –
1993

David A. Tough Captain 1992 – 1993 On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1985

Medal 157

1994

David Torrance Captain 1994. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

(The Channel Tunnel linking Britain to the Continent was opened.)

Medal 158

1995 –
1997

David A. Tough Captain 1995 – 1997. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1985

(The Stone of Destiny is finally returned to Scotland - Officially this time).

Medal 159

1998

David Wilson Captain 1998. On the reverse is engraved Son of Past Captain Stuart Wilson.

David Wilson was at that time a student at Strathclyde University studying Chemical Engineering. He
went on to gain a PhD in Chemical Engineering at Imperial College London and then became a Senior
Scientist with Astra Zeneca. He was also part of the Scottish Archery Association squad shooting for
both Junior and Senior teams and is the son of past Captain Stuart Wilson. His score of 160 (recurve)
for the Kilwinning Captaincy round was a record that still stands in 2017.

Medal 160
1999 –
2006

David A. Tough Captain 1999 – 2006. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1985
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Medal 161

2007

David Fettes Captain 2007. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Medal 162

2008 –
2009

David A. Tough Captain 2008 – 2009. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 1985

Medal 163

2010

Ewan Currie Captain 2010. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

Ewan Currie is an I.T. Support Officer at North Ayrshire Council he started shooting at the age of 9,
initially with Irvine Toxophilites, but joined the Society when they fell into abeyance.

Medal 164

2011

Edward Barrett Captain 2011. On the reverse is engraved Gained at the Papingo.

(For this year and the next three years Captaincy of the Society was decided at the Papingo shoot rather than at the butts.)

Medal 165

2012

James Bilby Captain 2012. On the reverse is engraved Gained at the Papingo.

James (Jim) Bilby was a native of Kilwinning and the grandson of the Irvine Town Councillor of the
same name. He was a Development Scientist with GlaxoSmithKline and following a degree gained at
the Open University became I.T manager for the site. He shoots Olympic, Compound and Longbow,
and was selected for the Scottish Longbow Team twice for the British Longbow Society’s Flodden
Commemorative clout competition. On both occasions Scotland beat England.

Medal 166

2013

Scott Notman Captain 2013. On the reverse is engraved Gained at the Papingo

Scott was primarily a longbowman eschewing all other forms of archery.

Medal 167

2014

Ewan Currie Captain 2014. On the reverse is engraved Gained at the Papingo

As 2010

Medal 168

2015

Ewan Currie Captain 2015. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 2010. Note: Ewan is the first person to have won the Silver Arrow at both the Papingo and by
shooting the Kilwinning Round at the Butts.

(From this point onwards the Captaincy was once again decided at the butts.)

Medal 169

2016

Ewan Currie Captain 2016. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

As 2010

Medal 170

2017

David Gillon Captain 2017. On the reverse is engraved A.S.K.A.

David Gillon runs a small building firm based at Stewarton, East Ayrshire. He is married with two
daughters and two grandchildren. He only took up recurve archery at 55 years of age but progressed
remarkably well over the next four years to become part of the successful A.S.K.A. team that won the
Ayrshire League of 2016/2017 as well as becoming the 2017 Society Captain.
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Medals 1745* and 1775*.

The recent exercise of digitising the Society record books carried out for us by the National Records of Scotland has
enabled us to look in some depth at the records associated with the Papingo winners over the centuries. As a result,
as well as confirming the identities of the winners, we have also been able to identify those years when the Papingo
was not hit or, in some cases, not shot for.

This, in turn, helped to explain the gaps in the medal sequence highlighted by the recent photographing and
cataloguing of the Silver Arrow medals. At the time of writing almost all of these gaps have now been accounted for
as can be seen in the above archive including the two medals that follow.

****

Up till now both the medals for 1745 and 1775 were thought to be missing, however the Society’s records, which
included a medal count for each year, show that they had in fact been fitted.

Charles Boyd won in 1745 (1_00290) and George Grierson in 1775 (2_00068) and the records also show that neither of
these two gentlemen was present when the Arrow was returned for the next competition, their Deputes or
Cautioners fulfilling that duty for them.

So have they been lost from the Arrow at some point in its history?

Intriguingly, there are two blank medals both of which, to the best of our knowledge, have always been fitted on the
Silver Arrow. Certainly they were both in place when the Royal Company of Archers of Edinburgh returned the Silver
Arrow to us in 1951.

In addition the medal count over the years (taking into account John Crichton’s ‘missing’ medal of 1857) would seem
to confirm that they had always been there.

Both are early medals of two different designs and both bear striking resemblance to the design of the medals that
were fitted for the decades that they fell into the middle of, with a few exceptions, and neither design was used
again thereafter.

Neither is hallmarked and neither are the other medals of that period which was normal at that time.

Looking at the medal photos for the years mentioned the similarity in the medals can be easily seen and I have
included the relevant Society record numbers of the years in question. e.g. (2_00138) = volume 2 page 00138.

The evidence above and that which follows on the next two pages is therefore very compulsive that 1745* has to be
the medal put on the Silver Arrow for Charles Boyd.

The medal 1775* is also most likely the medal belonging to George Grierson, although, as will be seen below, much
less is known about him at least for the moment.

**************
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Charles Boyd 1745

Looking firstly at the medal being attributed to Charles Boyd, there were in fact two Boyds present on the day of the
shoot. ‘My Lord Boyd’ which was the title of William the 4th Earl of Kilmarnock and who was already a member of the
Society and he was followed immediately afterwards in the Sederunt of the day, May 16th 1745, by the Honourable
Charles Boyd Esq who, later records confirm, was his 3rd son. (3_00018)
Charles, who was only admitted to the Society membership that day, made his pledge of silver plait for the year 2051
(1_00289), succeeded in ‘fairly gaining the Papingo’ at the day’s shoot and then both father and son disappear from the
records thereafter, for very good reasons as will be seen below.
Mr Patrick Warner of Ardeer returned the Arrow in 1746, with an additional medal fixed in place bringing the medal
count at that time to 23. (1_00295)

It transpires that both father and son were Jacobites, fighting for Prince Charles Stuart at the battle of Falkirk Muir
on 17th January 1746, which was a victory for the Jacobite army, and again at the battle of Culloden on 16th April
1746 where the Government Forces prevailed.

Following the defeat at Culloden, Charles, who was just 18 years old and was a Captain in the service of the Prince’s
Life Guards escaped, initially to the Isle of Arran, and then to France where he eventually married and lived for 20
years until he was finally pardoned, primarily by the petitioning of his elder brother James who had fought for the
Government in the conflict.
At this point he returned to Scotland to live with his brother James at Slains Castle, a few miles to the north of
Aberdeen, where Dr Samuel Johnson and James Bothwell paid them a visit on their ‘Grand Tour’ in 1773.
He eventually died there in 1781 at the age of 53.

William Boyd, his father who was a Colonel of the Prince’s Horse Grenadiers was not so fortunate he was captured,
convicted of high treason and executed on Tower Hill in London forfeiting all titles to the Crown.

So the reason why Charles was not present when the Arrow was returned, on May 15th 1746 only four weeks after
Culloden, with the medal having been fitted on his behalf, was that he would have been a fugitive ‘hiding in the
heather’ from Cumberland’s army at that time.
Almost certainly this is also the reason why the medal remained blank given the hunt going on for Jacobite
sympathisers at that time and the brutal treatment they were being subjected to by Cumberland’s men.

*

However, although this medal that we are now attributing to Charles Boyd was left blank, close inspection of its
border will reveal that hidden in the decoration are several little Scottish Wild Roses or Dog Roses, the symbol of the
Jacobites!

*
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George Grierson 1775

George Grierson who is described in the Society records as a surgeon of Irvine (3_00025) became a member in 1770
(2_0001F) and nothing is then seen of him until his win in 1775. He was not present when the Arrow was returned in
1777 by his Depute Mr George Glasgow, (there was no shoot in 1776), but a medal had been fitted although the
medal count would at first appear to discredit this, since there were 47 medals present in 1775 the year of the win
and again in 1777 when the Arrow was returned by Mr. George Glasgow when there should have been 48.

However subsequent close investigation of the records from that period revealed that William Ballantine the Captain
of 1768 had been permitted to borrow his own medal back, possibly to be on show at home, with his brother only
returning it much later in on 5th June 1789 (2_00135) the week prior to the Papingo shoot of that year.

Hence one medal came off and one went on between 1775 and 1777 leaving the total at 47 at that time.

Between 1777 and 1789 the medal count logged in the records is therefore short by 1 medal. From 1789 forward,
however, following the return Mr. Ballantine’s medal the count tallies exactly with a total of 60 in 1789 (2_00138) when
Robert Davidson won the Papingo.

It seems also that the medal was actually shot for, on the day, by Andrew Coulter, also a surgeon, shooting on his
behalf. (3_00025)
We have been unable to find out any more information about Mr Grierson or why his medal was left blank.
The fact that Mr Coulter was also a surgeon and joined the Society at the same time in 1770 (2_0001F) suggests that
perhaps he was a younger, junior partner in the practice and the keener archer whilst Mr Grierson was the senior
partner with the funds available to finance the celebrations following a win. Certainly Alexander Coulter appears
regularly in the records as shooting (and winning prizes) whilst George Grierson makes no appearance at all after
joining in 1770 and making his pledge only appearing as having ‘Gained the Silver Arrow’ in 1775 although he was
not present in the list of archers shooting that day.

After 1777 Mr Grierson’s name disappears entirely from the records when he is discharge of his obligation of
returning the Silver Arrow with a ‘badge’ affixed to it, perhaps because he had died or simply moved away from the
area with subsequently nothing available to go onto the medal.

The medal now being attributed to George Grierson, however, is once again very similar to its neighbours of that
period, a fairly plain design with a unique type of hook fixing loop.

Stuart Wilson

President

Ancient Society of Kilwinning Archers

September 2017



33


	The Silver Arrow And Medals
	There is no medal dated 1727.  Society records sta
	As 1964
	As 1972
	As 1985
	As 1985
	As 2010
	As 2010

	Medals 1745* and 1775*.

